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Summary of reasons for decision: 

‘Delta of Venus’ is a paperback novel of erotic fiction written by Anais Nin, first published in 
1978. It was classified by the Indecent Publications Tribunal in 1979 as Indecent in the hands of 
persons under the age of 16 years, under the Indecent Publications Act 1963. It has been 
submitted by the Auckland Libraries under s42 of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act) for a reconsideration of that classification, because of the 
time that has elapsed since that initial decision. 

The book has literary merit as a canonical work of erotica. The elegant prose, intriguing storylines 
and at times florid descriptions, reduces the impact of the extensive sexual material to a degree. 
Descriptions of taboo sexual conduct are limited in extent and the reader quickly moves on to 
other less challenging sexual encounters. 






A degree of maturity is required to interpret the book in its intended erotica context. Older 
teenagers, who are likely to have some degree of sexual knowledge, should be able to gauge that 
the content is a fictitious exploration of sexuality and taboos. Readers must make a conscious 
decision to engage with the book; a reader with the maturity and inclination to read the book is 
likely to have the maturity to deal with its contents. Unlike a film, a book does not make a 
sudden, colourful impression, and requires a level of engagement with the text. Less experienced 
readers may skip over or not fully engage with the more challenging content. 

The Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
(NZBR Act) on the application of all the classification criteria. This restriction affects the right to 
freedom of expression, however the NZBR Act allows a reasonable and demonstrably justifiable 
limitation on this right in order to prevent likely injury to the public good. For this book this is 
the lowest reasonable limitation available. Given the amount of erotic romantic fiction widely 
available without restriction, a higher restriction would not be demonstrably justified. 



